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CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK POLICY

Purpose

Courtenay Gardens Primary School has a curriculum framework showing how the eight learning
areas will be substantially addressed and how the curriculum will be organised and implemented.

It provides an outline of how the school delivers its curriculum.

Policy
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The Victorian Curriculum is used to plan and deliver the curriculum for all eight learning
areas.

The school week is divided into 6 sessions per day of 50 minutes each.

The curriculum areas- The Arts (Music, Visual Art), Physical Education, STEM, Science, LOTE-
Indonesian are offered as Specialist subjects, with dedicated teachers teaching these. Each
class has four specialist classes per week, all year.

Classroom teachers are organised into Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) for each
grade level. Each PLC plans collaboratively for the teaching and learning program.

Inquiry Learning is a pedagogy which supports the learning of a range of curriculum learning
areas. In Prep-Grade 1, the inquiry learning is delivered as Discovery Learning, which is play-
based. In grades 2-6, the inquiry learning is project-based.

PLCs plan for differentiation to meet the specific learning needs of students.

PLCs refer to the school instructional teaching model, HITS, and other advice to plan and
deliver the learning program.

PLCs utilse a range of standardised and non-standardised assessment to plan for teaching
and to make summative judgements.

PLCs follow protocols to moderate student learning tasks and make both formative and
summative judgements about student learning.

Teachers report to the eight curriculum learning areas twice a year in a written report to
parents.

PLCs follow the school assessment schedule across the year.

The school curriculum framework addresses the eight key learning areas as follows:

The Arts

e Music is taught to all classes Prep-Grade 6 across the year. The school employs a
dedicated Music teacher and provides a specific music classroom. Students are
provided further opportunities such as: School Choir, State Schools Spectacular Mass
Chaoir.
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English

Visual Arts is taught to all classes Prep- Grade 6 across the year. The school employs
a dedicated Visual Arts teacher and provides a specific art room.

Dance is taught on a sessional basis for all students Prep-Grade 6. The school
employs a dedicated specialist dance teacher. Dance is taught in the purpose built
Performing Arts Centre. Select students are offered advance dance classes.

English is taught to all students Prep-Grade 6 for at least 12 sessions per week. This
is provided by the classroom teacher. The English curriculum incorporates
programs/approaches including: independent reading, reader’s notebook, cross-
curriculum areas such as inquiry topics, writer’s notebook and a multi-strategy
approach to spelling.

Students identified as requiring English as an Additional Language {EAL} support are
supported in the classroom by 2 full-time EAL teachers and a Multicultural Aide.
The school provides literacy support and intervention using the Fountas and Pinnell
Reading Program. This is provided by dedicated teachers/ES staff.

Health and Physical Education

The Humanities

Languages

Mathematics

Physical Education {PE} is taught to all students Prep-Grade 6 for one session across
the year. The school employs 1 full-time teacher and another part-time to provide
this.

The school has a full-size gym, school oval and two basketball courts for PE.

Grade 6 students participate in inter-school sport.

The Health component of the curriculum is taught by classroom teachers as part of
Inquiry Learning.

The curriculum learning areas of Civics and Citizenship, Economics and Business,
Geography and History are taught by classroom teachers as part of Inquiry Learning.
An Inquiry Learning scope and sequence chart outlines this across the school Grades
2-6.

Teach Financial Literacy in the Economics and Business learning area (Grade 5 and
6), through the ‘Consumer and Financial Literacy’ strand in the Mathematics learning
area (Levels F-10) through the ‘Number and Algebra’ strand, which has a sub-strand
called ‘Money and financial mathematics’.

The school teaches the language of Indonesian to students in Grades 2-6, for one
session per week across the year.

The school employs a dedicated teacher to teach this curriculum area and provides a
dedicated classroom specialist room.



Science

Technologies

Other

Mathematics is taught to all students Prep-Grade 6 for at least 6 sessions per week.
This is provided by the classroom teacher. The Mathematics curriculum incorporates
programs/approaches including: hands on learning with concrete materials and the
Essential Assessment Mathematics resource.

Teach Financial Literacy in the Mathematics learning area (Prep-Grade 6) through
the ‘Number and Algebra’ strand, which has a sub-strand called ‘Money and
financial mathematics’.

STEM is offered as a subject to students Grades 2-6, one session per week, all year.

Science is taught to all students Prep-Grade 6 as part of Inquiry Learning.

The school has dedicated science teachers and there is a science lab.

An Inquiry Learning scope and sequence chart outlines this across the school Grades
2-6.

STEM is offered as a subject to students Grades 2-6, one session per week, all year.

Design and Technologies are taught to students as part of Inquiry Learning.

Digital Learning is incorporated into the learning of other curriculum learning areas
i.e. literacy, numeracy, inquiry learning areas.

STEM is offered as a subject to students Grades 2-6, one session per week, all year.
Students have access to shared ICT devices: Prep-Grade 3 ipads; Grades 3-6 laptops.
Students learn applications linked to Google Classroom (Prep-Grade 3) and
Microsoft Office/Teams (Grade 4-6)

The school has dedicated Digital Learning teachers who work provide in-class
support for both students and teachers.

Child Safety (related to the school Child Safety Policy) will be discussed and child
safety promoted from prep-grade 6.

The Respectful Relationships curriculum will be taught prep-Grade 6.

Sexuality and Consent Education will be taught prep-Grade 6, in an age-appropriate
way. See Department of Education- Sexuality and Consent Education Policy.

Further information and resources
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Specialist timetable
Inquiry Learning scope and sequence

School assessment schedule

PLC agenda and minutes

Grade level term and weekly planners
Specialist term and weekly planners
PLC moderation documents



Evaluation

» Curriculum area teams oversee and guide school planning for literacy, numeracy, inquiry
learning and digital learning. Each team has designated leaders and representation from
each grade level. These teams meet twice a term.

» Curriculum area leaders report to members of the leadership team.

» The Assistant Principal — Curriculum and the Leading Teacher- Curriculum, have oversight
over the whole school curriculum provision and the implementation of the Curriculum
Framework Policy.

» The School Improvement Team evaluates the school curriculum provision in relation to the
school Annual Implementation Plan and School Strategic Plan. This team comprises the
principal, school leadership and learning specialists. This team meets three times a term.

REVIEW CYCLE AND EVALUATION

Policy Review Information:

Is this policy based on a DET template? YES

Does this policy require school council approval ? | NO

Policy review cycle Every year

Is the policy available on the school website? YES

Policy Review Members Marc de Ley, Madi Sheather, Erin Hamilton,
school leadership

This policy was last updated on March 2022

This policy is scheduled for review March 2023




